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Biennial Installation
The biennial Installation Dinner will be held in the Iron Mike

Conference Center, Fort Bragg at 1700 hours, Friday, 20 Jan. The
newly elected board of directors, who will begin their new 2-year
terms effective January 2017, will be formally installed in a ceremony
presided by Colonel (Ret) Jeri Graham, MOAA Board of Directors,
who will also be the keynote speaker for the evening.

A formal sit-down dinner will be served and live musical
entertainment will be included in the evening’s program. This is a
significant event for the chapter; your attendance will be a show of
support and respect to those officers who have volunteered to lead
our chapter for the next two years. Please make it a point to attend
and make your reservations early. For additional details and
reservations, see the event flier on page 5.

DeMeter Chapter Service
Award nominations

The Robert F. DeMeter Chapter Service Award was
established in 1998 in memory of the late Lt.Col. (Ret) Robert
F. DeMeter, USMC, a former Chapter President (1989), to
annually recognize a chapter member for outstanding service to
the chapter. The award has evolved to become the most
prestigious award the Chapter can bestow upon one of its
members. The award consists of a certificate and a rotating
trophy, which the recipient retains for one year.

Nominations for the award are being solicited from the
general membership. Please submit in hardcopy or email to
Secretary Don Gersh by 28 Feb. A selection committee will
determine the recipient, and the award will be presented during
the March general membership meeting.

COL (Ret) Jeri Graham
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President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

2017 will be pivotal for the chapter

Season greetings to all of you! I hope you
had a great Christmas/Hanukkah with
family and friends, and brought in the new

year with celebration and anticipation of hope
and resolve for yet a better year.

As I mentioned in my notes last month, our
chapter had a great last year in many respects.  I
will present to you a more comprehensive report
in my “State of the Chapter Report” at our March
2017 meeting.  However, as I alluded, we
continue to be plagued by an aging and declining
membership, plus a reluctance by our younger
members to step up and get actively engaged.
This is not a unique problem to our organization,
but apparently a universal one afflicting all
military social and fraternal associations across
the country.

This does not mean we cannot do anything
about it, in fact, we can and WE MUST; this
Chapter and MOAA are too important to allow
them to just wither away.  In today’s milieu, of a
volunteer military force representing
approximately 1% of our total population, and an
equally small percentage of our electorate having
a vested interest in our military, advocacy
organizations like MOAA are vital to our
national military posture.  As we contemplate
this current state of affairs, it would serve us well
to take stock of what MOAA is all about.

About MOAA

We are a coalition of leaders who have
dedicated our lives to service. We are the
Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA), the nation’s leading membership

organization for military officers.

Our members are as diverse as they are
passionate, hailing from all branches of the
armed forces and committed to looking out for
one another. Our duty as an association
of more than 85 years lies at the forefront of
these efforts, as we protect the interests of
the military community on Capitol Hill and fight
to uphold the earned benefits of our
service members.

In addition to our tireless advocacy efforts,
MOAA supports members and their families
through scholarships, career development and
transitioning services, health insurance,
financial and travel services, and much more.
Our promise to our members is simple. In
fact, it’s the same promise they made to their
country: Never Stop Serving.

Purpose

While the association does advocate a strong
national defense, it does not, as an
association, become involved in matters
pertaining to military strategy or individual
weapons systems of the various services. It is an
independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan
Organization.

The association's board of directors has long
believed that such decisions can be made
only by those who have all the facts available to
them: today's actively serving military
leadership. The association plays an active role
in military personnel matters and especially
proposed legislation affecting the career force,
the retired community, and veterans

(Continued on next page)



of the uniformed services. MOAA's overarching
goals are captured in its resolutions,
which reflect the views of the entire
membership. The membership provides input
and votes on resolutions every two years (on
even years). While MOAA is permitted by law
to lobby — and does so actively — its status as
a tax-exempt veterans’ organization precludes
it from participating in political activities,
which are defined as intervening directly or
indirectly in any political campaign on behalf
of or in opposition to any candidate for
public office. Stated briefly, the association may
advocate issues, but it may not advocate
the election or defeat of candidates or political
parties.

History

MOAA was founded in Los Angeles Feb. 23,
1929. The first leaders of the association
hoped that by joining together they could
provide assistance and advice to other
military officers. This concern for others
fostered natural fraternal relations among

members from all branches of the uniformed
services. By the beginning of World War II,
MOAA's leaders realized they needed to
reorganize and expand to become an effective
force on behalf of their members. In what
turned out to be a wise decision, MOAA moved
to Washington, D.C., in 1944 with a
membership of 2,600.  Today, MOAA is the
country's largest military officers association.

 I ask all of you to join me in resolving that
we will rededicate ourselves in 2017 to doing
everything we can individually and collectively
to make the Cape Fear Chapter as strong and
effective as we can in promoting and
supporting the goals and purposes of the
Military Officers Association of America.

Best wishes to all of you for a prosperous New
Year; a year filled with happiness and good
health.

Juan

(Continued from previous page)
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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for its
membership by the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services

Chapter Notes:

Membership
RECRUITING

Two new members joined our chapter during December
bringing our total to 26 new members for the year.  It is a
pleasure to introduce our newest members:

Chap (MAJ)(Ret) Ronald F. Webb, USA
CW5 (Ret) Stephen E. Graybill, USA

Our goal was to bring our membership up to 325 by the end
of the year, but we were way short of that, 287.  We know that
there are over 3,800 MOAA members in our area that are not
members of our chapter so perhaps with new resolve we’ll be
able to get there by the end of 2017.  Since recruiting is a
responsibility we all share, we’ll continue to ask all our members
to recruit one new member during the coming year.

To review, the eligibility criteria for membership are: any
commissioned or warrant officer – active duty, retired, former,
Reserve or National Guard, in any of the seven uniformed
services.

RETENTION

We have launched the membership renewal campaign for
2017 – our goal of course is 100% renewal.  Renewal invoices
have been mailed, but you do not have to wait, use the form on
the back of the Infogram and remit today.  Those who prefer to
renew online and pay by credit card may do so by going to
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx.

 If you have any questions, please call Secretary Don Gersh at
(910) 484-4545.



CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

2017 Installation Dinner

Friday, 20 Januar� 2017, 1700 hours

Iron Mike Conference Center, For� Bragg
(Located on Reilly Road, directly across f�om the PX Mini Mall)

Installing Officer and Key�ote Speaker
Colonel (Retired) Jeri Graham, MOAA Board of Directors

Menu
Choice of Chicken Par�esan with Ling�ini, or Blackened Salmon with Rice Pilaf

Steamed Broccoli Florets & Mixed Green Salad
Dinner Rolls w/But�er

Chocolate or Lemon Cream Layered Cake
Unsweetened Tea, Water, Coffee

Cost: $25.00 per person (Tax & Grat�it� Included)

Dress: Coat & Tie for Gentlemen; Comparable At�ire for Ladies

(No Host Bar)

RSVP NLT 16 Januar�, 2017

Send reser�ations request and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd., Fayet�eville, NC 28311

Name:�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Name of Guest(s):��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Number of Reser�ations�����������������x $25.00 = ������������������������������������������Choice of

Ent�ée/Number of Chicken����������Salmon����������
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Caring for soldiers and families
continues into retirement

By Sara VanderClute, Special Correspondent

Military officers are familiar with caring
for the soldiers with whom they serve,
and are often assessed on just how

well they internalize that fundamental of military
service.  That concern for soldiers doesn’t
evaporate when officers separate or retire – it just
manifests in different ways.

One way that members of the local Cape Fear
Chapter MOAA demonstrate that ongoing
commitment to soldiers is to volunteer with the
USO.  More than a dozen MOAA members are
currently active as USO volunteers in the
Fayetteville/Fort Bragg community.  Many
military travelers, active duty and retired, have
availed themselves of the USO facility at the
Fayetteville Airport.  It is one of the popular sites
for MOAA members to volunteer, individually
or in teams of 2 or 3.  But that’s not the only
volunteer opportunity for the USO

Renee Lane heads up the local USO-NC
office at Fort Bragg. She is herself a military
family member.

“We are grateful for the volunteerism of
MOAA members at the airport,” she says. “But I
want them to be aware of the opportunities
outside the airport.”

Renee points out that volunteers are also
needed at the Fort Bragg USO center to host
troops who visit the Day Room for lunches or
monthly Story Time.  Coffee and trays of
goodies are available for soldiers every day, so

volunteers not only interact with the soldiers, but
also keep the kitchen and day room neat and tidy.

Other volunteer opportunities for MOAA
members are known as the No-Dough dinners,
where food is provided by local restaurants to be
served to military families at Corvias community
centers in various housing areas.  Volunteers are
needed to help decorate the tables and serve the
dinners.

Perhaps one of the places where volunteers
can feel highly contributory is at the Wounded
Warrior Transition Battalion satellite center.
Four nights a week, anywhere from 25 to 50
soldiers, who are ill, injured or wounded are
served dinner by USO volunteers.  The
volunteers cook and serve the food and see
firsthand how the lives of today’s young soldiers
are being affected by military service and related
illness or injury.

Check out the accompanying article “How to
Volunteer with USO of NC” and make a
commitment for the new year to volunteer in a
way that continues to serve the American soldier.

This article is one of a series intended to
acquaint MOAA members with one another,
highlight their post-military accomplishments,
and offer suggestions on how to remain active
within the military community through
volunteerism.

www.cfmoaa.org Like us on Facebook
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 Editorial By LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA
Phone (910) 624-4597, email Secretary@cfmoaa.org

  Steps to volunteer for USO

Happy New Year! Did you make any
resolutions for 2017?  Lose weight,
personal growth, volunteer to continue

serving the military family? Ralph Henrichs, our
Personal Affairs Officer, is also the Chapter’s
liaison to USO of NC/Fort Bragg.  He provided

the “How to Volunteer with USO of NC” flier
that identifies the required steps.  According to
Ralph, the process takes several months.  If you
are interested, please contact him as soon as
possible (phone 910/987-7559 or email
PAO@cfmoaa.org). Keep your resolution!

How to volunteer with USO of NC
Fort Bragg / Fayetteville

   Register at www.volunteers.uso.org

1. In your internet address bar, type in www.volunteers.uso.org
2. Select Register Here on the right side of the page
3. Search Fort Bragg, NC or Fayetteville, NC
4. Select VOLUNTEER tab for Fort Bragg
5. Complete the online form Introduction/Description
      (you must include and make visible your address and birthdate)
6. Click Submit
7. Wait for your invitation to attend a New Volunteer Orientation
8.   Schedule volunteer training with the USO Volunteer Coordinator
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your•deceased•spouse’s•rank•and•branch•of•service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for•the•Chapter’s•ROTC•Scholarship•Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA
phone (910) 978-3541 chaplain@cfmoaa.org

The Fatherhood of God
“... and in the wilderness. There you saw how the Lord
your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the
way you went until you reached this place.”  -
Deuteronomy 1:31

I have been reading a good book called “Fathered
by God” by John Eldredge.  In it, he talks about
how God fathers us through all the situations in

life, and how we can learn and grow from these
experiences if we were open to His direction and love.
I remember going through a most difficult time once
as a young pastor of a small Baptist congregation.
My dad visited me there and shared how he sensed in
prayer that God told him that He would carry me
through this experience.  These were comforting
words, and indeed proved true.  Our heavenly Father
wants to help us, and in some cases, even carries us in
a spiritual way through some of our darkest trials and
troubles.

     The Lord’s prayer begins: “Our Father, who art in
heaven.”  It is this understanding of God as the loving
heavenly Father who wants us to call upon Him for
help and to meet our needs.  In Eldredge’s book, he
says that our view of God as Father is interpreted
many times by our own experiences with our earthly
fathers. He shares how his father failed him when he
became an alcoholic, and how that injured his view of
fatherhood and manhood in general.  He goes on to
say that through his relationship with God, how he
experienced what a true man is, both as a lover and a
warrior.  One who is willing to accept the tough
situations and make them better for those we help or
“carry.”  After reading this book, I’m seeking more to
not be a passive male, but one who is a warrior and
lover of God and His people.  Being a father is one of
the best honors I can have, and even though I had a
good earthly father, I’m learning through my
experiences with God through Christ what it means
each day to be a real man and a true lover of those He
has put in my life.

     We are probably all familiar with the story of the
one set of footprints in which the person confronts
God about his dream and about there being only one
set of footprints during the toughest trials, and asked
the Lord why he forsakes him.  The Lord replies, “My
son, I did not ever leave you during your darkest
moments, but that is when I carried you.”  Well, I
really think the Lord has carried me through so much
and I’m thankful.

     When we think about the fatherhood of God from
our verse above, we see that the Lord told Israel
through Moses that he had carried the nation like a
father carries his son, even unto the very place they
found themselves at the time.  They did not recognize
this.  As we think of our lives, not just in 2016, but
even further back, we can see the faithfulness of God
and indeed notice how His grace has brought us to
where we are today.  I remember being stationed in
Iraq with the 18th Engineer Brigade and how we were
all under such a strong commander and how we
worked so very hard to make sure we accomplished
the mission. I do believe that Father God carried me,
and my unit, in numerous ways by giving us strength
and the ability to be successful in  all we faced. I’m
proud of all He helped us accomplish.

     I know you have your own stories of how you have
sacrificed for your country and our freedoms.  I
encourage you as Cape Fear MOAA members to be
involved in the chapter and share stories with fellow
members, and continue to make a difference through
your volunteer work for God and country. Our push
this year is volunteering for the USO of North
Carolina, and if possible, please consider it.  Also,
never forget your Father in heaven is with you in all!



IN MEMORIAM
It is with deep regret that we announce the recent passing of the following chapter
members:

LTC (Ret) Robert H. McLaughlin, Sr., USA, Regular Member
  December 16, 2016

CW4 (Ret) Edwin S. Deaver, USA, Regular Member
December 13, 2016

The loss of these two loyal members will be keenly felt by all of us.  Our
heartfelt condolences are extended to the families concerned during their
bereavement.
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 Make your reservations today
 for the

Cape Fear Chapter MOAA
 Installation Dinner

  at Iron Mike Conference Center
Friday, 20 January
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FINANCIAL PLANNING I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT I TRUST

Steve Mannell
Chief Financial
O cer

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Carrie Clark
Senior Relationship
Manager

For more information
910-307-3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former
military members and their families.

639 Executive Pl, Fayetteville, NC 28305

RETIREMENT
CAN BE BETTER.

wealth.aafmaa.com
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC

Your Ad Here
Call Don Gersh
910.624.4597

Volunteer  & Support
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

“We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and
representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every
stage of their career.”

www.cfmoaa.org
c

3 Jan - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
Center,1100 hours

20 Jan - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA Installation Dinner at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1700 hours

7 Feb - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
Center, 1100 hours

7 Mar - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
Center, 1100 hours

25 Mar - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA  Awards & Recognition Luncheon
at McKellar’s Lodge, 1130 hours

4 Apr - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference
Center,1100 hours

Calendar of Events:


